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‘Intelligence is the ability to adapt
to change.

- Stephen Hawking?

Medical publications are increasingly
confronted with a multitude of challenges
in maintaining reader interest, attention
and relevance. Pre-internet, medical
knowledge was transferred almost
exclusively by the printed word or physical
attendance at meetings. Searching for
information on specific topics required
heading to the library building, exploring
the printed Index Medicus catalogue and
then searching through the bookstacks for
the printed version of the paper.2 From an
initial slow start, the options for obtaining
medical knowledge are now legion,
ranging from traditional through to a range
of alternative platforms. In addition to
this, the volume and range of sources are
increasing almost exponentially in the way
medical knowledge is disseminated, as the
accelerating increase in the efficiencies of
technology, such as information gathering,
and delivery now means that almost
everything published is often a few mouse
clicks away.? Yet this explosion in access is
in parallel with a decline in the attention
span of younger learners,* including early
career medical practitioners.®

Concurrent with these challenges,
publishers, such as The Royal Australian
College of General Practitioners, now have
access to far more detailed and reliable
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data on the choices our readers make
with the material. Despite the challenges,
the Australian Journal of General Practice
(AJGP) readership remains solid across
both the printed and online versions.
Average print edition readership is 36,216
per edition (Audited Media Association
of Australia 2022), online page views in
2022 were 2,772,100 (Google Analytics)
and the total number of PubMed hits from
February 2022 to January 2023 were
146,683 (National Library of Medicine).®
Interestingly, there were approximately
37% of online readers in Australia, 29% in
North America, 10% in Europe and most
of the remainder in Asia. But perhaps of
most interest is that the most-read articles
were not predictable prepublication.
Although almost all of these were clinical,
the topics were eclectic and ranged from
common problems through to the obscure.
The team at AJGP has been following
the dynamics of change closely, and
continues to tweak topics, authors and
processes to ensure readers remain
informed with the best of evidence-based
medicine, provided through an interesting
and informative format. In addition to
each month’s edition of a focused series
of papers, AJGP now includes a range of
themes forming longitudinal series with
papers published across the months.
Expansion of the number of themes per
year has also enabled the AJGP to reach
out to an increasing number of talented
and interesting writers who are keen to
share their knowledge and experience.
In addition, this assists offering our
readers an extensive range of material

that explores all aspects of general
practice, encompassing the breadth
and depth expected.

Successful medical publication is
becoming increasingly complex, as the
information environment becomes more
crowded. AJGP is rising to this challenge,
continuing to place the welfare of patients
at the forefront by providing evidence-
based, effective and interesting content
for our readers.

Author

Stephen A Margolis OAM, Editor-in-Chief, Australian
Journal of General Practice; Professor, School of
Medicine, Griffith University, Qld

References

1. BrainyQuote. 2001. Available at www.brainyquote.
com/quotes/stephen_hawking_378304 [Accessed
22 May 2023].

2. National Library of Medicine. Abridged Index
Medicus (AIM or ‘Core Clinical’) journal titles.
2020. Available at www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/aim.html
[Accessed 22 May 2023].

3. Heylighen F. Complexity and information overload
in society: Why increasing efficiency leads to
decreasing control. Materials Science, 2002.
Available at www.semanticscholar.org/paper/
Complexity-and-Information-Overload-in-
Society%3A-why-Heylighen/102f62acddd0628f3d
829241a50667fff2bc6f47 [Accessed 22 May 2023].

4. Forsyth H, Burjan C, Flood P, Forsyth C,
Newman R. Review of Malcolm Harris' ‘Kids these
days’ by young people encountering education
in Australia. Hist Educ Rev 2019;48(1):126-33.
doi: 10.1108/HER-06-2019-069

5. Ettarh R, Al-Hussaini H, Hassan S, Kilarkaje N.
Declining attention span in medical students:
Fact or Fiction? FASEB J 2018;32 Suppl! 1:506.6.
doi: 10.1096/fasebj.2018.32.1_supplement.506.6.

6. The Royal Australian College of General
Practitioners. About the journal. 2023. Available
at wwwi.racgp.org.au/ajgp/about-the-journal
[Accessed 1June 2023].

Reprinted from AJGP Vol. 52, No. 7, July 2023 423


http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/aim.html
https://doi.org/10.1096/fasebj.2018.32.1_supplement.506.6
https://www1.racgp.org.au/ajgp/about-the-journal

