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THIS EDITION of the journal focuses on an
issue of vital importance both for Australian
general practice and for general practice
internationally - general practice research.
The focus is part of an emerging trend as
governments around the world, spurred on
by the World Health Organization,® recognise
the importance of primary care to the health
and economic wellbeing of communities. To
be effective, primary care must be evidence
based, and for it to be evidence based,
research must be done in primary care. Gone
are the days when we in primary care could
rely on hospital-based evidence, which is
rarely generalisable to the primary care
setting.? We must continue to build our own
research capacity, generating research in
general practice for general practice.

The reasons for this are many. This edition
of AJGP includes articles building evidence on
delivery of primary care training,** which is
essential for the development of the general
practice workforce. Articles on clinical
issues® and health systems®® draw attention
to ways to improve clinical practice and its
settings. Finally, of course, research implies
research training, and there is an article on
postgraduate training as it applies to general
practitioners (GPs).’

These articles go beyond providing data
from general practice, which has been
a previous focus. We now realise that to
interpret general practice data we need
to have a thorough understanding of the
geographical and other contexts, populations,
needs (eg focus on prevention, chronic
disease management, a rapidly growing
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older population with multimorbidity),
emerging questions and limitations of the
general practice setting. This cannot be
done effectively without leadership and
involvement from GPs themselves.

The Royal Australian College of General
Practitioners (RACGP) is committed to
supporting general practice research,
both through the National RACGP Expert
Committee-Research (REC-R) and the
Australian General Practice Research
Foundation (the philanthropic arm of the
RACGP). RACGP’s vision is to ‘cultivate
and lead a culture of research in general
practice’.’® The new RACGP Research
Strategy’® provides a roadmap to achieve this
vision. The strategy aims to build a supportive
environment, systems and infrastructure
for ethical and high-quality general practice
research and translation. This will strengthen
education, policy and practice, and it will help
keep Australia healthy.

GPs, and the communities they serve,
are at the heart of this strategy. As such,
this strategy calls us all to action if we are
to successfully grow our evidence base and
make a difference to our communities -
whether that is providing evidence-based
care, leading a quality-improvement project,
recruiting patients for studies or conducting
research ourselves.

We also commend the work done by our
Departments of General Practice, practice-
based research networks, universities and
other research institutes, and we know that
collaboration will be key to achieving our
vision.

The time is now for us to collectively
strengthen general practice research and
translation. As you read through this issue,
we encourage you to consider how you can

be involved in supporting and using research
in general practice - and helping to create a
better tomorrow.

Authors

Constance Dimity Pond BA DipEd, DipSocSci, MBBS,
FRACGP, PhD, Chair, RACGP Expert Committee -
Research, RACGP, Melbourne, Vic; Clinical Professor,
Wicking Dementia Research and Teaching Centre,
University of Tasmania, Wicking, Hobart, Tas; Adjunct
Professor, University of New England, School of Rural
Health, Armidale, NSW

Taryn Elliott BA (Hons), PhD (Psych), Research &
Foundation Manager, RACGP, Adelaide, SA

Tania Lim BSc, LLB (Hons), MBA, Research Program
Manager, RACGP, Melbourne, Vic

Competing interests: CDP is Chair of the RACGP
Expert Committee - Research, for which she receives
sitting fees. TE and TL are RACGP employees and
contributed to this article in their RACGP roles.

Acknowledgements

The authors acknowledge the RACGP Expert
Committee-Research for leading the development
of the RACGP research strategy, and RACGP for
their vision and generous support. We thank and
acknowledge all those who shared their time and
expertise to contribute to the development of the
strategy, representing a diversity of knowledge,
experience and affiliations.

References

1. World Health Organization. Astana Declaration:
From Alma-Ata Towards Universal Health
Coverage and the Sustainable Development Goals.
Astana, Kazakhstan: Global Conference on Primary
Health Care, 2018.

2. Steel N, Abdelhamid A, Stokes T, et al. A review
of clinical practice guidelines found that they
were often based on evidence of uncertain
relevance to primary care patients. J Clin
Epidemiol 2014;67(11):1251-57. doi: 10.1016/j.
jclinepi.2014.05.020.

3. Penney J, Shepherd S, Jones N, Randhawa S,
Coe S, Prior S. Integrated general practitioner
training pathways: Components, barriers and
enablers. Aust J Gen Pract 2025;54(9):635-41.
doi: 10.31128/AJGP-05-24-7272.

4. Shepherd S, Penney J, Prior S, Williams B,

Bond L, Ogden K. General practitioner training
pathways in Tasmania: A qualitative study on the
experiences, enablers and barriers. Aust J Gen

Reprinted from AJGP Vol. 54, No. 9, September 2025 3


doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2014.05.020
doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2014.05.020

Guest Editorial

Pract 2025;54(9):621-26. doi: 10.31128/AJGP-09-
24-7422.

5. Bindicsova |, Brain K, Hodson FJ, Hides LM,
Day MA. A qualitative analysis of a nationally
representative survey of the state of chronic non-
cancer pain management in Australia. Aust J Gen
Pract 2025;54(9):611-20. doi: 10.31128/AJGP-08-
24-7387.

6. Robinson EJ, Manoharan L, Cowie BC, Lister DM.
Inequities in COVID-19 antiviral dispensation
in Victoria, Australia: A retrospective cohort
study using linked data. Aust J Gen Pract
2025;54(9):589-94. doi: 10.31128/AJGP-06-24-
7312.

7. Adie JW, Barr N, Masters N, Murphy M, Adie B.

Concerns identified by medical doctors working in

urgent care clinic models in Australia. Aust J Gen
Pract 2025;54(9):603-10. doi: 10.31128/AJGP-08-
24-7394.

8. Bentley PJ, Gemelli CN, Knight E, et al. Beyond the

iron gate: Therapeutic donation at Lifeblood for

patients with haemochromatosis. Aust J Gen Pract

2025;54(9):597-601. doi: 10.31128/AJGP-07-24-
7364.

9. Blowes A, Fielding A, Davey A, et al. Postgraduate
medically related qualifications of early
career general practitioners. Aust J Gen Pract

2025;54(9):628-34. doi: 10.31128/AJGP-11-24-7461.

10. The Royal Australian College of General
Practitioners. RACGP Research Strategy - 2025-
2029. RACGP, 2025. Available at www.racgp.org.

au/education/registrars/research/racgp-research/

research-strategy.

4 Reprinted from AJGP Vol. 54, No. 9, September 2025

correspondence ajgp@racgp.org.au

© The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners 2025


https://doi.org/10.31128/AJGP-09-24-7422
https://doi.org/10.31128/AJGP-09-24-7422
https://doi.org/10.31128/AJGP-08-24-7387
https://doi.org/10.31128/AJGP-08-24-7387
https://doi.org/10.31128/AJGP-06-24-7312
https://doi.org/10.31128/AJGP-06-24-7312
https://doi.org/10.31128/AJGP-08-24-7394
https://doi.org/10.31128/AJGP-08-24-7394
https://doi.org/10.31128/AJGP-07-24-7364
https://doi.org/10.31128/AJGP-07-24-7364
https://doi.org/10.31128/AJGP-11-24-7461
http://www.racgp.org.au/education/registrars/research/racgp-research/research-strategy
http://www.racgp.org.au/education/registrars/research/racgp-research/research-strategy
http://www.racgp.org.au/education/registrars/research/racgp-research/research-strategy



