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Studies identified through all the 
databases searched:
MEDLINE (n=31),  
SCOPUS (n=60), CINAHL (n=20), 
Embase (n=83), Pubmed (n=100), 
Google Scholar (n=100)
(Total n=394)

Records removed before 
screening:
• Duplicate records removed 

(n=165)
• Records marked as ineligible 

by automation tools (n=0)
• Records removed for other 

reasons (n=0) 

Records identified from 
• Websites (n=0)
• Citation searching 

(n=2)

Reports assessed for 
eligibility (n=2)

Reports sought for 
retrieval (n=2)

Reports assessed for 
eligibility (n=2)

Reports excluded 
(n=0)

Reports not 
retrieved (n=0)

Records screened (n=229)

Records excluded (n=209)
Did not address barriers to 
spirometry (n=117)
Not primary data (n=56)
Not Australia (n=17)
Not GP (n=13)
Guideline (n=6)

Reports sought for retrieval (n=20) Reports not retrieved (n=0)

Reports assessed for eligibility 
(n=20)

Total studies included in review 
(n=11)

Reports excluded:
• Not primary data (n=6)
• Not Australian study (n=5)
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Figure 1. PRISMA diagram showing the identification of studies via databases, registers and other methods.


