
Foreign bodies in the ear and nose of the Australian paediatric population: A standardised approach Clinical

© The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners 2024 Reprinted from AJGP Vol. 53, No. 11, November 2024

Aural/Nasal FB

History
• Button battery or disc magnet suspected
• Bleeding from the canal
• Vestibular symptoms
• Significant pain

Refer to ED for
otorhinolaryngology

review 

Can the patient tolerate examination?

NO

YES

High di�iculty
• Sharp or penetrating FB
• Non-graspable FB
• Lack of equipment

Retrieval
successful?

YESNO

Refer to ED or
otorhinolaryngology 

clinic 

NO

Re-examine

Discharge

YES

CONSIDER

Also notify otorhinolaryngology directly 
if button battery/disc magnet

Figure 3. Flow chart of decision making for foreign body (FB) removal and when to refer.
ED, emergency department.


