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Clinic context, opportunities 
and environment
•	 Patient demographics and needs
•	 Resource availability (rooms, 

phones)
•	 Processes
•	 Clinic needs
•	 Support available
•	 Interest in and openess to 

interdisciplinary work

Access to supervision
•	 Regular social work supervision
•	 Case-based supervision
•	 Peer-support and group supervision
•	 Regular task supervision
•	 Mentors

Student qualities and learning goals
•	 Confident and competent
•	 Proactive 
•	 Skills and knowledge
•	 Advanced experience level
•	 Openness to learning
•	 Ability to articulate social work 

understanding
•	 Interest in health-related learning
•	 Resilient

Preparation and professional 
development
•	 Completion of social work 

placements in GP curriculum
•	 Clinic and task supervisor 

preparation
•	 Field educator and liaison 

preparation
•	 Ongoing professional development 

activities

Figure 2. Social work student engagement in general practice.
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GP, general practitioner.


